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We are looking forward to 11th March when the Earl of Wessex will 

visit the School to mark the sesquicentenary of the School (150 years!) 

and to open the new Prep building.  It is an extra busy time for staff 

preparing for the visit.  The programme is almost settled - His Royal 

Highness will arrive at School at 12.30, starting his tour at Pre-Prep.  

He will be accompanied, among others, by the Vice-Lord Lieutenant of 

Merseyside, the High Sheriff and the Mayor and Chief Executive of 

Wirral.  This is the first ever Royal Visit to the School and so will be a 

very special occasion and an excellent opportunity to show off the School of which 

we are all so proud - both buildings and people.  The Earl will be with us for less than 

2 hours, but we are trying to ensure that as many people as possible are involved.  
 

Other news: those of you who read the Daily Post will have seen that we were cited 

as the best-performing school in the recent Government GCSE tables.  These often 

seem weighted against us, since we often have pupils out of age group.  However, on 

this occasion, we achieved 100% A* - C including English and Maths.  We also 

achieved 100% A*-C in two Sciences, which was the next criterion. In fact, according 

to The Times, this placed us 35th in the country - the only difference between us and 

the 34 above us was that they had larger year groups.  Although one has to take tables 

with a pinch of salt, it is nevertheless gratifying to see our success recognised in this 

way.  For comparison, in the same table, Wirral GS for Girls were placed 76th, Wirral 

Grammar School for Boys 131st, Calday Grange Grammar School 166th, Birkenhead 

High School Academy 248th and West Kirby Grammar School 320th. 

On the sporting front, our Senior lacrosse players, having become Northern 

Champions last year, are off to London on 8th March to take part in the National 

Finals.  We wish them luck! 

And finally, donôt miss our Concert at the Phil in Liverpool on Sunday 21st March - 

see details on page 24.                                                             D.J. Clark, Headmaster 

RUGBY Representative Honours ð

Congratulations to Tom Bills and Ryan 

Catahan (U6th) on their selection for the 

Cheshire U20s, Michael Doneo (Year 

10) for the Cheshire U15s and Dan 

Walker (Year 8) on his selection for 

West Cheshire U13s. 

LACROSSE Representative Honours 

ð Congratulations to Amy Durband, 

Emily Murphy, Katy Roden (Year 9), 

Lucy Rogers and Annabel Saverimutto 

(Year 7) on their selection for the 

Cheshire U14s Lacrosse team. 

Congratulations also to Alice Hancock, 

Charlotte Lytollis and Emily Subhedar 

(Year 10) on their selection for the North 

of England U18s Lacrosse team. Left to Right: Michalis Migos, David Pennefather and Nick Ramsbottom - 

see article on page 22 
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Last summer, Natasha Doyle and I (we are  

both now in the Lower Sixth), together 

with 31 other teenagers from our church 

youth group, Heswall Youth Fellowship, 

had the privilege of travelling to Uganda to 

work with children in schools both in the 

capital city Kampala and also on the other 

side of the equator.  For me, this trip was 

definitely the best experience of my life 

and it changed what I thought was 

important in life. It made me realise how 

lucky I am to attend Birkenhead School 

and receive a quality education in a safe 

environment because, for many of the 

children I met in Uganda, this was simply 

not possible. 

On the 9th July 2009, only two weeks after I 

had finished my GCSEs, I boarded a plane 

at Manchester airport bound for Entebbe, 

the main airport in Uganda. I was so 

excited about going to Africa. It was 

something I had dreamed about ever since I 

could remember.  However, during this trip 

I would be seeing a side to Africa that is 

rarely experienced first hand, the ñreal 

Africaò. Although we had received 

extensive training, this was something that 

no one can fully prepared you for.  
As soon as the plane doors opened after we 

landed, I was struck by a wave of heat and 

the realisation that I was actually in Africa.  

Then, the best three weeks of my life 

began.  Our group was divided into 3 teams 

which rotated around 3 different locations 

each week.  For the first week my team was 

based in a suburb of Kampala called 

Antioch; the next, we travelled to a village 

on the other side of the equator, a 5-hour, 

bumpy coach journey away, called 

Massaka; our final week was spent at the 

most developed location, another suburb of 

Kampala called Lungujja.  At all these 

places, we witnessed extreme poverty and 

eye-opening circumstances, but I think it 

was my time at Antioch that had the most 

effect on me. 

When we got off the ridiculously unsafe, 

yet thrilling Ugandan ñbusò at Antioch our 

team was immediately beset by a swarm of 

children.  Most of them had never seen a 

white person before so, you can imagine, 

we were quite an attraction.  We could 

barely move for kids, each one reaching out 

to welcome us.  Everybody was so happy 

to see us, not because it was a surprise 

(they had known for months we were 

coming) or that we were particularly 

special but because each child was so 

touched that we had travelled half way 

across the world to try to help them.  They 

saw this as a huge display of love which, 

sadly, was something many had never 

experienced before. 

After an exhausting first day, we went back 

to our hotel where, despite the 

accommodation being basic, we really 

struggled with the fact that we all had 

somewhere safe and sheltered to spend the 

night. As we later discovered, some 

children lived in tiny óhousesô, some just 

three metres long and two metres wide, and 

had no such luxury as a bed.  Some also 

lived miles away from the school and were 

faced with a five mile walk every morning.  

Shockingly, they were at risk of being 

kidnapped and used as child sacrifices: the 

Witch Doctor still has a powerful influence 

in Uganda. 

My team mainly comprised of boys and, as 

you might imagine, hoped to be able to get 

on with some practical work, perhaps build 

a fence or repair the broken gate.  

However, the task we were assigned was 

far greater than these. Pastor Steven 

Ssonko, the director of the school, asked us 

to build a class room.  None of us had any 

experience but, regardless, said that we 

would.  First, our dynamic team of four had 

to move about 4 tons of rubble with the aid 

of just two shovels - all the equipment we 

could find!  This would be an exhausting 

task back home but, in the sweltering heat 

(around 35oC), it became something else. 

Still, after a day or so we managed it.  The 

rest of the build was just as labour intensive 

- digging foundations, erecting the basic 

frame, making walls from a mixture of 

corrugated iron and some planks of wood, 

putting on a roof and concreting the floor.  

Despite our lack of experience, after four 

days and several gallons of sweat later, we 

completed the build. This in itself was 

incredibly rewarding and the knowledge 

that, with luck, it would remain standing 

for at least the next 20 years.  However, we 

could never have imagined how grateful 

the teachers and pupils would be. Our 

simple shack would provide them with a 

safe learning environment, affording 

shelter in the rainy season and protection 

from the scorching sun.  

Uganda was the most emotional three 

weeks of my life.  Every day, we ran an 

after-school club where we played games 

and gave Bible lessons. Usually, the 

children would be running around, shouting 

and screaming, but during our third session 

Tash and I noticed two children who 

completely lacked energy and all they 

Photos from top: After-school club; 

Natasha and Ed with Shadia, Rigan and 

a teacher; In the process of building the 

classroom; The completed classroom; 

Ed with the children. 

continued on the next page 
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wanted to do was to lie down.  We realised that something was 

wrong and, after a few minutes, we established that Shadia and 

Rigan, aged just 4 and 5, had not eaten for over 2 days.  This 

really made me think. When I was younger, I used to tell my 

mum that I was ñstarvingò in the hope of getting more crisps or 

other snacks. In reality I was never more than mildly ópeckishô.  

Now, here in front of me, were two children who were genuinely 

starving.  Fortunately, we were able to feed these two children 

but there was every chance that they would have to wait an 

equally long period for their next meal. This, it turned out, was 

commonplace amongst children at the school.  I swore then that 

I would never again complain about being óstarvingô! It is my 

most poignant memory and one that will always remind me just 

how lucky I am to get fed every day.   

Although I had to shower using cold water which didnôt last 

longer than 30 seconds, I donôt think I have ever been happier.  I 

didnôt have to worry about what I wore, it didnôt matter. In 

Uganda, there is no such thing as materialism. I now realise 

what things are really important in life and I would thoroughly 

recommend such a trip to anybody.  I have nothing negative to 

say about my experiences: going to Uganda has only changed 

me for the better.  If you would like to learn more about the 

work of my youth group in Uganda then please visit 

www.rockofjoy.co.uk.                                             Ed Gibbs, L6 

continued from previous page 

A wonderful evening of splendour and glamour to help raise funds  

for the Birkenhead School Rugby Tour to South Africa and Namibia 

The Ladiesô Dinner Fundraising Committee have organised what 

promises to be a spectacular evening to raise funds for this 

summerôs Rugby Tour to South Africa and Namibia.  As well as 

helping to fund the tour, some of the money will be used to 

provide sports equipment for one of the township rugby teams 

our players will be meeting.  The LDFC hope you will support 

this event and very much look forward to seeing you on the 15th 

April in the Torintone Suite at Thornton Hall Hotel. 

Tickets are £30 each and available now.  Seating is at tables of 10 

Ring Helen Lamb on 653 9496 to reserve tickets and make group 

table bookings.  In previous years demand has been high, so 

please reserve your places as soon as possible. 

 

arly last November Birkenhead School Quiz Team (David 

Nevin, Connie Sturgess, Louis Beer, captained by Ben 

Appleby) travelled to St Maryôs College, Blundellsands, to 

take part in the AJIS Quiz Competition. Competing against a 

number of other schools from the North West, the members of  

the BPS team were given a quick briefing from the quiz master 

on arrival and handed our answer sheets.  The quiz also involved 

a ómini-marathonô which was a sheet of questions to be answered 

between rounds and earn us extra points. Questions ranged from 

national airlines to Greek Mythology and from the Royal Family 

to star signs. 

After the first two rounds, we were in a good mid-table position 

at 5th place. We clawed back a few points in the next three 

rounds and, after the mini-marathon points were added, we went 

two points into the lead at the break. 

In the second half, we were given the picture ómini-marathonô 

sheet. We continued to answer the questions, crossing our fingers 

and hoping we would keep our lead. After the final round, we 

were extremely tense until the final scores appeared. Our luck 

(Surely it was superior brain power? Ed) had held out - We had 

won!  

1st         Birkenhead School                113 points 

2nd        Kingôs School, Chester           106 points 

3rd       Merchant Taylorsô                                   102 points 

Finally, after a gap of 12 years, Birkenhead School were 

victorious, with a convincing winning margin of 7 points.  

I would like to thank the other schools for being good opponents 

and Mrs Macdonald and Mrs Hodgkinson for all their help and 

support on the day.                                                    

                                                                     Ben Appleby, Year 6 

E 

Photo L to R: Louis Beer, David Nevin, Connie Sturgess  

and Ben Appleby. 




