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First Royal visit in BS's 150th year

its production of
We are looking forward to 11th March when the Earl of WesseX] ;
visit the School to mark the sesquicentenary of the School (150 ’ //,-},,, n /'//(,/,(/,,,/,,,,,/
and to open the new Prep building. It is an extra busy time for :
preparing for the visit. The programme is almost settlelis Royal
Highness will arrive at School at 12.30, starting his tour atFPep.
He will be accompanied, among others, by the Mioed Lieutenant o
Merseyside, the High Sheriff and the Mayor and Chief Executi
Wirral. This is the first ever Royal Visit to the School and so will e
very special occasion and an excellent opportunity to show off the School of whjch
we are all so proudboth buildings and people. The Earl will be with us for less thah
2 hours, but we are trying to ensure that as many people as possible are involved.

Other news: those of you who read the Daily Post will have seen that we were cited
as the besperforming school in the recent Government GCSE tables. These offen
seem weighted against us, since we often have pupils out of age group. Howevef, on
this occasion, we achieved 100% A*C including English and Maths. We also
achieved 100% AC in two Sciences, which was the next criterion. In fact, according
to The Times, this placed us 35th in the countitye only difference between us and
the 34 above us was that they had larger year groups. Although one has to take tables
with a pinch of salt, it is nevertheless gratifying to see our success recognised in|this 7.30pm in Bushell Hall
way. For comparison, in the same table, Wirral GS for Girls were placed 76th, Wikal

Grammar School for Boys 131st, Calday Grange Grammar School 166th, Birkenhead

High School Academy 248th and West Kirby Grammar School 320th.
On the sporting front, our Senior lacrosse players, having become Nor
Champions last year, are off to London on 8th March to take part in the Na

Finals. We wish them luck!

And finally, donét miss our Concert Sp@t{ﬁ%@g NWS@@@@‘@"W

see details on page 24. D.J. Clark, Headmaster

Thursday 22 - Saturday 24 April 2010

RUGBY Representative Honours o

Congratulations toTom Bills and Ryan
© To . : TS Catahan (U6th) on their selection for the
>< L Mial@ISE @flf(g Cheshire  U20s,Michael Doneo (Year

10) for the Cheshire U15s andan
Walker (Year 8) on his selection for

West Cheshire U13s.
LACROSSE Representative Honours

’ 0 Congratulations toAmy Durband,

\ : Emily Murphy, Katy Roden (Year 9),

. o e \ - Lucy Rogers and Annabel Saverimutto
»ﬂ’ ] (Year 7) on their selection for the

Cheshire Ul14s Lacrosse team.
Congratulations also td\lice Hancock,
Charlotte Lytollis and Emily Subhedar
(Year 10)on their selection for the North

\ 4

i {

Left to Right: Michalis Migos, David Pennefather and Nick Ramsbottom of England U18s Lacrosse team
see article on page 22 '




In Focus February/March 2010 Page 2
Food fer theuglht: . somerin may rad e
S experienced before.
After an exhausting first day, we went back
GI a 2@@ ; to our hotel where, despite the

accommodation being basic, we really
' Last summer, Natasha Doyle and | (we arstruggled with the fact that we all had
both now in the Lower Sixth), togethersomewhere safe and sheltered to spend th
with 31 other teenagers from our churchight. As we later discovered, some
youth group, Heswall Youth Fellowship,c hi | dren | ived in t
had the privilege of travelling to Uganda tahree metres long and two metres wide, and
work with children in schools both in thehad no such luxury as a bed. Some alsc
capital city Kampala and also on the othdived miles away from the school and were
side of the equator. For me, this trip wafaced with a five mile walk every morning.
definitely the best experience of my lifeShockingly, they were at risk of being
and it changed what | thought waskidnapped and used as child sacrifices: the
important in life. It made me realise howwitch Doctor still has a powerful influence
lucky | am to attend Birkenhead Schooin Uganda.

, and receive a quality education in a safly team mainly comprised of boys and, as
environment because, for many of thgou might imagine, hoped to be able to get
children | met in Uganda, this was simplyon with some practical work, perhaps build
| not possible. a fence or repair the broken gate.
| On the §' July 2009, only two weeks after IHowever, the task we were assigned was
had finished my GCSEs, | boarded a plarfar greater than these. Pastor Steven
at Manchester airport bound for EntebbeSsonko, the director of the school, asked us
{ the main airport in Uganda. | was sao build a class room. None of us had any
excited about going to Africa. It wasexperience but, regardless, said that we
something | had dreamed about ever sincevould. First, our dynamic team of four had
4 could remember. However, during this trigo move about 4 tons of rubble with the aid
| 1 would be seeing a side to Africa that if just two shovels all the equipment we
rarely experienced cofildfin#d t Thishwaulddoe an texhausting !

Africao. Al t hough taskdack homel but, ih the swelterimg heat
extensive training, this was something thgtround 358C), it became something else.
no one can fully prepared you for. Still, after a day or so we managed it. The

As soon as the plane doors opened after west of the build was just as labour intensive
landed, | was struck by a wave of heat and digging foundations, erecting the basic
the realisation that | was actually in Africaframe, making walls from a mixture of
Then, the best three weeks of my lifeorrugated iron and some planks of wood,
began. Our group was divided into 3 teamsutting on a roof and concreting the floor.
which rotated around 3 different location®espite our lack of experience, after four
each week. For the first week my team wagays and several gallons of sweat later, we
based in a suburb of Kampala calledompleted the build. This in itself was
Antioch; the next, we travelled to a villageincredibly rewarding and the knowledge
on the other side of the equator, adur, that, with luck, it would remain standing
bumpy coach journey away, calledior at least the next 20 years. However, we
Massaka; our final week was spent at theould never have imagined how grateful
most developed location, another suburb dfie teachers and pupils would be. Our
Kampala called Lungujja. At all thesesimple shack would provide them with a
places, we witnessed extreme poverty anghfe learning environment, affording
eyeopening circumstances, but | think itshelter in the rainy season and protection
was my time at Antioch that had the mosrom the scorching sun.

effect on me. Uganda was the most emotional three
When we got off the ridiculously unsafeweeks of my life. Every day, we ran an
yet thrilling Ugan daiterschibdl glshowhedet we dlayed garpels

team was immediately beset by a swarm @ihd gave Bible lessons. Usually, the
children. Most of them had never seen eéhildren would be running around, shouting
white person before so, you can imaginend screaming, but during our third session
we were quite an attraction. We couldfash and | noticed two children who
barely move for kids, each one reaching ogompletely lacked energy and all they
to welcome us. Everybody was so happy

to see us, not because it was a surprise continued on the next page
(they had known for months we were

coming) or that we were particularlyPhotos from top: After-school club;

special but because each child was d$datasha and Ed with Shadia, Rigan and
touched that we had travelled half way teacher; In the process of building the
across the world to try to help them. Theglassroom; The completed classroom;

saw this as a huge display of love whicHzd with the children.
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wanted to do was to lie down. We realised that something FundralSIHg Ladles nght

wrong and, after a few minutes, we established that Shadia for Birkenhead School Rugby Tour 2010
Rigan, aged just 4 and 5, had not eaten for over 2 days. to South Africa & Namibia

really made me think. When | was younger, | used to tell
mum t hast a&r widhe gofie ofyetting more crisps o
ot her snacks. I'n reality |
Now, here in front of me, were two children who were genui
starving. Fortunately, we were able to feed these two chil
but there was every chance that they would have to wai
equally long period for their next meal. This, it turned out,
commonplace amongst children at the school. | swore then
I woul d never again compl ai
most poignant memory and one that will always remind me
how lucky | am to get fed every day. Y Y [

worth over

Al t hough | had to shower u £2,000
|l onger than 30 seconds, I d , : F:
didndét have to worry about  atThornton Hall Hotel & Spa in the Torintone Suite ~ ¢
Uganda, there is no such thing as materialism. | now rec on 15th of April 2010 from 7.30pm

what things are really important in life and | would thoroug
recommend such a trip to anybody. | have nothing negati
say about my experiences: going to Uganda has only cha
me for the better. If you would like to learn more about
work of my youth group in Uganda then please v

www.rockofjoy.co.uk Ed Gibbs, L6
Tickets cost £30 and include reception drink, candle light dinner; auction,

PS ( ( h @: m |-I_E)> ﬁ @ I:m g disco and raffle sponsored by Hallmark Jewellers in Heswall.

- after | 2-year gap ) =SNG EEEES

Tv avold disappointment please call Helen Lamb 0151 653 9496 or 07932 601 89 _
10 book your tickets alternatively by email helenlamb@btopenworid.com

A LADIES NIGHT YOU WON'T WANT TO MISS!

The Ladiesd Dinner Fundrai si n
promises to be a spectacular evening to raise funds for this
summer 6s Rugby Tour to South
helping to fund the tour, some of the money will be used to
provide sports equipment for one of the township rugby teams
our players will be meeting. The LDFC hope you will support
this event and very much look forward to seeing you on the 15th
April in the Torintone Suite at Thornton Hall Hotel.

Tickets are £30 each and available now. Seating is at tables of 1C
Ring Helen Lamb on 653 9496 to reserve tickets and make group
table bookings. In previous years demand has been high, so
please reserve your places as soon as possible.

rounds and, after the mimarathon points were added, we went
Photo L to R: Louis Beer, David Nevin, Connie Sturgess two points into the lead at the break.
and Ben Appleby. In the second half, wemawveateho
) i sheet. We continued to answer the questions, crossing our finger
E arly last November Birkenhead School Quiz Team (Davighq hoping we would keep our lead. After the final round, we
Nevin, Connie Sturgess, Louis Beer, captained by B@Rre extremely tense until the final scores appeared. Our luck

Appleby) travelled to St MykyiPwas sageliol HathDower® Edy Kad ffeld-bateehadd S -

take part in the AJIS Quiz Competition. Competing against,g

number of other schools from the North West, the members,gf Birkenhead School 113 points
the BPS team were given a quick briefing from the quiz masies¢ Kingos School , C10@ points r
on arrival and handed our answer sheets. The quiz also involkyed Merchant Tayl or s do02 points

a G6mmiamiat hond which was a shegdly, fer 8 YpSdt 12 Pedirs, (BRkerthéad Béhdol Ridre?
betyveen r_ognds and earn us extra points. Questions ranged _U%rious, with a convincing winning margin of 7 points.
national airlines to Greek Mythology and from the Royal Familyyouid like to thank the other schools for being good opponents

to star signs. _ _ ~and Mrs Macdonald and Mrs Hodgkinson for all their help and
After the first two rounds, we were in a good rédble position support on the day.

at 5th place. We clawed back a few points in the next three Ben Appleby, Year 6







